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Extract from “Victoria County History” for  . 

· LITTLE HAMPDEN in Stone Hundred

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=62774#s1 

Hambden (xiii cent.); Parva Hamdene (xiv cent.).

Little Hampden parish lies to the north-east of Great Hampden parish, on the Chiltern Hills, the greatest height being 778 ft. above the Ordnance datum. (fn. 1) 

The parish contains 115½ acres of wood, and the chief occupation of the inhabitants is farming, 285 acres being arable land and 84 acres permanent pasture. (fn. 2) The subsoil is chalk, (fn. 3) and the surface clay and gravel.

The nearest station is at Great Missenden, on the Metropolitan Extension Railway. The village lies on a cross road running south from Ellesborough, the few houses of which it is composed being built on the western slope of a valley in the chalk hills, with the church at the south, looking out eastward over the Missenden valley. The lower slopes are covered with copses, but where the village stands is grass land, the road rising to the north and running across Little Hampden Common. Near the church is the Manor House, an old building, but with little to which a definite date can be given.

The greater part of the parish now forms part of Great and Little Hampden civil parish, which was formed by a Local Government Board Order dated 25 March 1885.

Manor

LITTLE HAMPDEN appears to have been originally included in the parish of Hartwell. In Domesday Book there is no distinction made between Great and Little Hampden. 'Hampden' was part of the land of William son of Ansculf, and later was united to the honour of Dudley, to which Great Hampden alone belonged. (fn. 4) It seems probable, therefore, that this entry in Domesday Book did not include Little Hampden, which was either omitted entirely, or else formed part of William Peverel's lands in Hartwell.

The latter supposition seems probable, because at the end of the 12th century Walter de Hertwell and his son Barnabas were said to hold one knight's fee in Hartwell; (fn. 5) when they granted their land to William de Luton, the manors of Hartwell and Hampden were specified, (fn. 6) but in 1302–3 Thomas de Luton still only held one knight's fee in Hartwell with Little Hampden. (fn. 7) In 1316 they are also described as forming one township. (fn. 8) Little Hampden is first mentioned separately in the grant referred to above, (fn. 9) and from that time its descent followed that of the manor of Hartwell (q.v.) until the 17th century. (fn. 10) 

Sir Thomas Lee, bart., of Hartwell, is said to have sold the manor of Little Hampden to Samuel Dodd in 1685. (fn. 11) Another account gives 1710 as the date of the sale. (fn. 12) In 1763 John Dodd held the manor of Little Hampden, (fn. 13) and two years later, together with his son, he sold it to Robert Trevor, Viscount Hampden, (fn. 14) who had taken the name of Hampden on inheriting the Hampden estates in 1753. (fn. 15) 

On the death of John, third and last Viscount Hampden, in 1824, Little Hampden was left to Robert Trevor, the son of his cousin Mary Cock, who had married Robert Trevor of Tingrith. (fn. 16) 

Robert Trevor died in 1834, leaving three daughters, none of whom married. On the death of the youngest, Catherine, in 1871, the manor, under the will of Viscount Hampden, passed to the descendants of Matthew Cock, brother of Mary Cock. (fn. 17) 

His granddaughter, Jane Letitia Crispin, married Charles Battye, but on inheriting the Trevor estates she took the name of Trevor-Battye. Her grandson, Mr. Charles Edmund Augustine Trevor TrevorBattye, is the present lord of the manor.





Battye. Sable a cheveron argent between three goats argent, each having two roundels sable upon him, and a chief invecked or with a demiman holding a club and cut off at the waist between two cinque foils gules therein. 





Trevor, Party bend sinisterwise erminois and pean a lion counter coloured. 

Church

The church (dedication unknown) stands on a somewhat contracted site, the ground falling rapidly from east to west, and consists of a chancel 15 ft. 6 in. by 13 ft. 10 in., a nave 20 ft. by 13 ft. 3 in., and a wooden north porch with an upper floor serving as a bell turret. Externally the nave and chancel are of equal width. The walling of the nave may be of the 12th century, and a carved fragment of that date is set in the chancel wall, but there is nothing in the architectural features to prove that any part of the structure is earlier than the 13th century. The chancel has been almost completely rebuilt in modern times, and its greater internal width as compared with the width of the nave is probably due to a thinning of the walls rather than to any process of rebuilding round a former chancel. The chancel arch has also been widened in modern times, the new crown being formed of brick. The south porch and bell-turret are apparently of 16thcentury date, while about the end of the 18th century new windows were inserted in the nave and all the old ones destroyed.

The east window of the chancel is modern, of two trefoiled lights with 14th-century detail, and on either side of the chancel is a single trefoiled light, also modern. A third window at the west end of the north wall is a small lancet of 13th-century date, the sill of which forms the head of a small low side window, rebated for a frame, the hinges of which are still in its jamb. At the east end of the south wall is a 13th-century piscina with a chamfered pointed head and a label; on the face between the label and the chamfer is a band of running foliage ornament. In the same wall, a little to the west, is the 12th-century fragment already mentioned, a carving of a bishop or abbot in mass vestments, with his right hand raised in benediction, and holding a crozier in his left. There seem to be traces of an inscription above his head. The pointed chancel arch is plain, of a single square order, and much mutilated.

The nave is lit by three plain pointed 18th-century two-light windows, two on the south and one on the west, the latter taking the place of an earlier window, of which a few traces remain, though not enough to show its character. Of the windows in the south wall, the westernmost is built in the place of the old south doorway, the lower part of the opening of which remains, blocked with brickwork. The only opening in the north wall is the north doorway, a plain arched opening with chamfered jambs and head, which may be of the 14th century.

The north porch is a picturesque half-timber structure of two stories, with a red-tiled gabled roof, and small louvred openings to the second stage, which contains the single bell. The arched entrance is formed of two naturally-curved pieces of timber, which are chamfered, and form a rough two-centred head.

The font is of 18th-century date, with a small round basin upon a slim baluster stem, and there are no fittings of any interest except the altar slab, now placed under the altar table. It has the five consecration crosses, but no detail from which it might be dated.

The roof of the nave also, though undoubtedly old, is so plain as to give no clue to its date.

The great interest of the church lies in the wall paintings in the nave, which are of various dates from the 13th century onwards. On either side of the chancel arch are figures under trefoiled canopies, of late 13th-century style, and on the south wall remains of a 14th-century Weighing of Souls. The figure of St. Michael is almost destroyed, but the scales are clearly visible, and also the figure of the devil pulling down the balance on the one side, while our Lady on the other seeks to counteract him. On the north wall is a mass of painting of various dates. There are two particularly finely drawn lions to a large scale and of 14th-century workmanship, and part of a large 15th-century figure of St. Christopher, while to the west of the north doorway is a very interesting figure, also representing St. Christopher, but of early 14th or late 13th-century style.





Little Hampden Church: The North Porch 

There is only one bell, which was cast by Thomas Mears in 1791.

The church plate consists of a chalice of 1771, a paten of 1861, and a pewter flagon and almsdish.

There are only two old books of registers, the first containing baptisms and burials from 1672, and marriages from 1701 to 1768, while the second book has the baptisms and burials from 1770 to 1812. The marriage register for this period is missing.

Advowson

The church of Little Hampden was appendant to the church of Hartwell. (fn. 18) How closely the connexion was maintained is not certain, but presentations were made to the two churches together. (fn. 19) In 1754 there were, however, separate churchwardens for Little Hampden. (fn. 20) 

The ecclesiastical parishes were separated by an Order in Council dated 28 June 1892, and Little Hampden was then united with Great Hampden.

The advowson was held by the lords of the manor until the latter was sold to the family of Dodd. Sir Thomas Lee retained the advowson, and his descendants presented to the rectories of Hartwell and Little Hampden (fn. 21) until the separation of the parishes. The Earl of Buckinghamshire now holds the advowson of the united living of Great and Little Hampden.

Footnotes 

	1
	Ord. Surv.

	2
	Inf. from Bd. of Agric. (1905).

	3
	V.C.H. Bucks. i, Geol. Map.

	4
	Ibid. 254b.

	5
	Red Bk. of Exch. (Rolls Ser.), 90, 109; Excerpta e Rot. Fin. (Rec. Com.), 292.

	6
	Feet of F. Bucks. East. 55 Hen. III.

	7
	Feud. Aids, i, 97.

	8
	Ibid. 113.

	9
	Feet of F. Bucks. East. 55 Hen. III.

	10
	In 1325 the manor of Little Hampden, with land in Hartwell, was granted to Nicholas de Luton and Joan his wife, by his father, Thomas de Luton. Nicholas afterwards succeeded his father as lord of both manors. Cal. Pat. 1324. 7, p. 133.

	11
	Lipscomb, Hist. of Bucks. ii, 295.

	12
	Lysons, Mag. Brit. i, 571.

	13
	Recov. R. Hil. 3 Geo. III.

	14
	Feet of F. Bucks. Trin. 5 Geo. III.

	15
	G.E.C. Complete Peerage.

	16
	Burke, Landed Gentry, 1906.

	17
	Burke, Landed Gentry, 1906.

	18
	Feet of F. Bucks. East. 55 Hen. III; Recov. R. Trin. 14 Jas. I; ibid. Trin. 12 Chas. II.

	19
	P.R.O. Inst. Bks. 1694.

	20
	Churchwardens' Acct. Bk. in possession of the rector of Great Hampden.

	21
	P.R.O. Inst. Bks. 1694, 1793.



-------------------------------------------

Also from Victoria County History and to serve as an Appendix to the above


Advowoson of Hartwell
The church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, (fn. 67) in the parish of Hartwell, is a rectory, the chapel of Little Hampden being appendant to it until 1892. The separation took place by Order in Council, dated 28 June 1892, and by a second Order, dated 18 August in the same year, the rectory of Hartwell and the vicarage of Stone were united. (fn. 68) The advowson has apparently always been held by the lords of the manor. The Lutons in the 14th century made a settlement of the manor and advowson, (fn. 69) and from them it passed successively o the Hampdens (fn. 70) and the Lees. (fn. 71) Some time before the Reformation an acre of land was given in Hartwell to provide a light; it was worth 8d. a year in the 16th century. (fn. 72) 

67 De Banco R. Chart. Enr. Trin. 15 Hen. VIII, m. 1 d.

68 From inform. supplied by Rev. J. L. Challis, vicar of Stone.

69 Feet of F. Bucks. Mich. 19 Edw. II.

70 Chan. Inq. p.m. (Ser. 2), clvi, no. 3.

71 P.R.O. Inst. Bks. 1662, 1802.

72 Chant. Cert. Bucks. 5, no. 2.

From: 'Parishes: Hartwell', A History of the County of Buckingham: Volume 2 (1908), pp. 293-298. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=62775  Date accessed: 18 February 2011.

From: 'Parishes: Hartwell', A History of the County of Buckingham: Volume 2 (1908), pp. 293-298. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=62775  Date accessed: 18 February 2011.

ENGLISH HERITAGE 

Grade 1 Listed building record

SP 80 SE GREAT AND LITTLE HAMPDEN LITTLE HAMPDEN

6/52 Church

21.6.55

- I

Parish church. C12, altered C15, with C15 N. porch. Much restored C18 and
C19. Render over flint with brick and stone dressings, tiled roofs. Nave,
chancel, N. porch; small vestry at W. end of nave added 1932. W. end of
nave has brick band course and 2-light window with Y tracery. 2 similar
C18 windows to S., one in a blocked doorway. N. side has fine 2-storey C15
gabled porch, timber-framed with curved cross braces and rendered infill.
Single louvred openings in upper storey; door in 2-centred chamfered wooden
arch. Chancel has late C19 stone dressings: chamfered plinth, quoins,
coped gable, shaped kneeler. C19 cusped lancets to N. and S.; Cl9 2-light
traceried window to E.; narrow transomed lancet externally rebuilt C20,
to right of N.side. Interior. Nave has good remains of early C13-C15 wall
paintings: earliest series shows figures of saints in trefoil niches with
scroll friezes above and below along E. wall, figures of St Peter and St Paul
on N. wall, and tall elegant figure of St Christopher to left of N. door;
painted head and hands of another figure above later chancel arch; other C14
and C15 figures include another St Christopher, St Michael weighing the Virgin
and the Devil, a figure tortured by devils, and a dragon. C15-C16 nave roof
with cambered tie beams and tall crown posts. Unmoulded 2-centred chancel
arch. Piscina with band of carved foliage below label. Small carved stone
relief figure in S. wall of chancel. Large stone altar slab with consecration
crosses, C19 altar rails. Late C19 and C20 glass. Memorial tablet to Martha
Hill 1731. Dedication of church unknown.

RCHM I p. 162 Mon. 2.


Listing NGR: SP8604803550

Source: English Heritage
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Extract from the Oxford Record Office on line catalogue 

Great Hampden (with Little Hampden from 1892) to 1987  DIOC/1/C/5/1463  1897-1985
These documents are held at Oxfordshire Record Office

Contents: 
Faculties:
Great Hampden: 1897, 1901, 1915, 1927, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1943, 1953, 1954, 1955;
1961, 1982, 1985(AC);
Little Hampden: 1926, 1927, 1932, 1952, 1964, 1972;
Both Churches: 1930.
Consecrations:
Great Hampden: 1928;
Little Hampden: 1921.

----------------
Great Hampden (with Little Hampden from 1892) to 1987  DIOC/1/C/5/1464  1867-1975
These documents are held at Oxfordshire Record Office

Contents: 
Mortgages:
1867 (with plans), 1880 (with accounts, 1881), 1909, 1957.
Other Papers:
Papers relating to a resignation, not proceeded with, 1894;
Resignation papers, 1896;
Sale of Great Hampden Rectory, 1930;
Correspondence about trusteeship of school, 1962 (Markby file);
Great Hampden - NADFAS, 'Record of Church furnishings', 1974;
Little Hampden - NADFAS, 'Record of Church furnishings', 1975;
Diocesan Trustees papers about the trusteeship of Great Hampden School, 1962, 1966.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Extract from the Centre for Bucks Studies Record Office on line catalogue 

This is only those listed on line which relate to the church or clergy. 

I know there are more that are not on line.

[no title]  D-LE/G/3/4  1793
These documents are held at Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

Contents: 
Institution to the rectory of Hartwell with Little Hampden
Miscellaneous loose items  D-MH/(addn)/2/21  1806-C.20
These documents are held at Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

Contents: 
Including: abstract of deed, Rickford and others to Eldridge, 1806 [Gt. Kimble tithes]; copy settlement on marriage of Miss Lushington with Captain Musgrave, 1832; requisitions on abstract of title of Lady Frankland Russell, 1856; copy Order in Council separating chapelry of Little Hampden from parish of Hartwell, 1892; conveyance of share and interest of Henry C.E. Hobart-Hampden under will and codicil of late Earl of Buckinghamshire, 1893; agreement for sale of house and land at Meadle, Earl of Buckinghamshire to E. East, 1895; Kayler v Hampden, copy judgement for debt 1888, and deed of security; valuation of lands in Gt. Kimble the property of Lady Frankland Russell, 1853; memoranda of deeds removed, etc.

Rev. John Rush (Chelsea)  D-LE/H/4/30  28th September, 1853
These documents are held at Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

Contents: 
Asking for a moiety of cost of repairs to chancel of Little Hampden Church.

Grant  D-LE/15/98  13 June 1793
These documents are held at Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

Contents: 
(i) Rev. George Lee of Hartwell, clerk, rector of Hartwell with Little Hampden, and vicar of Stone.
(ii) Christopher Emmott of Leicester Square, co. Middlesex, gent., and Elizabeth Emmott of same place, spinster.
(iii) William Browning of Smithfield Bars, London, oilman (Trustee nominated by Christopher and Elizabeth Emmott).
Grant (i to ii) of annuity of £120 p.a. during the life of i out of livings of Hartwell with Little Hampden and Stone.
Demise of above properties to iii for 99 years as security for payment of annuity. Consideration: £840.

S. Guise of Rev. C. Wakelin (per WOA) for year's curacy of Little Hampden.  D-LE/A/1/47-50  11 October 1728-17 November 1732
These documents are held at Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies
